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Lesson 1: Foundational Rudiments

Single Drag

2:58

John demonstrates a few Rudiments from the ritual 

and shows you how to practice them in lesson 1. Alan 

had each student practice three rudiments a week. 

Each student had to play from slow to fast then back

to slow. Once you've mastered the ability to do so,

Alan would have you move on. 
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Alan Dawson's Rudimental Ritual 
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Three-Stroke Ruff

Lesson 2: The Rudimental Ritual

Cont. B.D & H.H. Ostinado
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In addition to learning the Rudimental Ritual, John shares a few ways he expanded his approach to playing the

ritual. One of which is by applying other, more challenging, ostinatos to the feet. Here is an example of John

applying an Afro-Cuban rhythm as the ostinato. 

Lesson 3: Expanding On The Rudimental Ritual

Rumba Clave with Left Foot (2-3 Clave)

1

/

Combining Tumbao B.D.  & Left Foot (2-3 Clave)

2

/

Once you've learned the Rudimental Ritual, Alan would have his students use dynamics with each rudiment.

John Demonstrated this in lesson 3.

Using Dynamics
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